Things of Interest:

LILITH 

Lilith, The First Feminist, dating to 2300 BCE or earlier. This powerful dark-mother goddess is referred to as a demon by Levite priests who wrote the Bible, likely due to her assertive behavior at a time when patriarchy was new. A Sumerian and Hebrew Goddess, she is referred to as the hand of Inanna who gathered males into the temple for sacred sexual rites. In our tradition she was the original wife of Adam, with whom she claimed equality because they were created together in the image of Elohin (a word for “God” which had feminine as well as masculine linguistic roots). 

Lilith is said to be the scourge of the honorable. Lilith rides men at night. Lilith is corruption. Lilith is evil incarnate. Lilith? She is shameless. 

And does her depravity disturb her? No, not Lilith –; she denies she’s depraved, blames Divinity for death, exults in her banishment. Once, may the Devil’s ears be deaf, she even dared to out-maneuver the Powerful One. 

Yet she was always the equal of man, never his servant. Like a flame freed from the flint, she straddled man, her rounded form a column rising from his waist. Man watched, dumbfounded, as she felt the surge of energy build, ready for release. Man saw her absorbed, lost. He struck, hurling his body sideways so that she was thrown askew. He grabbed her roughly by the shoulders, pinning her to the ground as he heaved his hips astride hers. He released her shoulders, held her by the hair at her temples. 

‘This is how it is to be. This is how it was always meant to be. I will be on top. You lie below me.’ 

Lilith screamed in rage. ‘We are made of the same dust, the same hand, and the same urge. Without me, you are nothing. We are equals, why should I lie beneath you? Sex is a game for two, unifying and pure. Each one has a turn. Pleasure is all.’ 

But would Man agree? Of course not. 

And so Lilith did the unthinkable. She expressed the inexpressible name of God. Her act was one of defense, yet it enraged the Powerful One. ‘Give me wings and let me go my own way. I’ll leave Paradise and live in the caves of the Red Sea.’ 

The Powerful One had heard his most secret name spoken. He understood the power of Lilith, and he knew he had to let her go. 

‘Go!’ he thundered, disguising his surrender as a command, ‘to the sea from which you came.’ 

Legends say that she was forced to act as ‘Sword of Vengeance’ for the Powerful One, carrying out his concept of ‘death’. There are many and varied stories of how to ward against her. Few indeed are those who will admit to her worship, yet it cannot be denied that she is a Temptress of the highest degree. ' -

http://www.morbidoutlook.com/nonfiction/articles/2000_11_temptress.html
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This is a picture of Medea I found...

I think it's pretty interesting...with the prevelance of the color red and the dead doves. It 

definitely speaks of a fall from grace...I don't know if you'll be able to work it out, but her

leg is exposed, which is also interesting. In conjunction with that, there are two lines

going across it as well...interesting, I think.

[image: image2.wmf]This is a random assortment of images which kind of display how women are depicted in features and advertising. Of particular interest is the sigourney weaver picture from Aliens 3. She was pretty much the only woman in an all-male penal colony. Her hair is shaved and facial features lacking in all kinds of softness. She is fairly androgynous in that particular role. I also included two pictures from the animated series Utena. The girl with the lighter hair is the one who wants to be a prince, everything about her screams girl, but some of her posing is very masculine, especially in the lower left-hand, where she has her hands protectively surrounding anthy (the darker of the two). The rest are all images we are familiar with, but the center image is of Persephone from Matrix Revolutions. In the Matrix, she lives in an underworld in which she constantly wars with her husband; and her stance in the picture is one of calm defiance, while still being shrouded in darkness. The fact that her clothing in this picture is grey, while her visage is pallid, while her hair stands out in black shows a kind of ambiguity – hovering between two worlds of light and darkness.

Random Thoughts:


The Bash retelling of Medea has kind of stuck with me since we talked about it; I can't really put my finger one what i like the most about it, I just know that the dark tragedy of it all was kind of touching...or, rather, fascinated and intrigued me. I found myself identifying with much more than I thought I would in the story; it's one thing to know a story and another to emotionally identify with it.


Don't get me wrong, I liked the other versions, but this one was much more enjoyable overall..I think it was that mirroring of real life in a dark light that really drew me in. It's a scenario that is entirely plausible for someone growing up.

Stuff I Found:

WOMAN WHO BABY-SAT TEEN ACCUSED OF RAPE 
She Sued For Support of Baby She Says Is His 
FROM:  (http://www.vix.com/pub/men/rawdeal/reginacharge.html)

February 12th St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 
By Nordeka English of the Post-Dispatch Staff 

A former baby sitter in St. Charles County has been charged with raping a 13-year-old boy she cared for in 1992. The incident
came to light late last year when the woman sued the boy for support of the baby she says resulted from the union. 

The St. Charles County prosecutor has charged the woman, Regina L. Vaughan, now 20 and living in Mill Shoals, Ill., with
eight counts of rape and one count of sodomy. Each count is a felony that carries a maximum penalty of life in prison. 

The charge, filed Jan. 30, says the incidents took place between March 1992 and Aug. 12, 1992, three days after Vaughan
turned 18. Vaughan and the boy had lived in Portage des Sioux. The boy, now 16, has moved to St. Louis County. 

The boy's mother apparently learned of the sexual relationship after her son was served noticed of a paternity suit by Illinois on
Vaughan's behalf. The boy's mother asked the St. Charles County Sheriff's Department to investigate. 

The state filed the paternity suit after Vaughan applied to the Illinois Department of Public Aid for welfare, said a spokesman
for the Sherrif's Department. 

A spokeswoman for the Illinois welfare department said the state's policy is to require an applicant for public aid to name the
father of a child and then seek child support from the parent before collecting welfare payments. 

The state has no lower age limit when it comes to requiring child support payments from a parent. 

The boy's attorney, Byron Cohen of St. Louis County, said that Illinois had withdrawn the suit, probably after finding out that
the boy had been under age and legally unable to consent to having sex with Vaughan. That could not be confirmed because the suit has been sealed. 

A St. Charles County judge has set Vaughan's bail at $20,000. She had not been arrested as of Friday. 

Date: Tue Sep 12 00:37:16 1995

update on the story: 

I'm familiar with [this] case, and have spoken with the boy's attorney. The babysitter who raped the boy had the unmittigated
gall to sue the boy for child support, after which the boy's mother asked the DA to investigate for statutory rape. The DA
subsequently charged the babysitter with statutory rape, and the boy's attorney was under the impression that the
BABYSITTER WITHDREW the suit seeking child support in hopes of avoiding prosecution for statutory rape. (Perhaps she
withdrew her application for AFDC in hopes of avoiding rape charges.) In any event, the boy's lawyer claims that the child
support suit could be resurrected at any point under Missouri law. After my discussion with the boy's attorney, I was under the
impression that Missouri's laws did NOT protect boys, and that the only reason that this particular boy wasn't being sued for
child support is that his rapist caused the charges to "go away" in hopes of avoiding rape charges, and indeed those charges
have now been levied. 

